
        Permanent Address: 
          238 Putnam Avenue 
        Cambridge, MA  02139 
         
        March 3, 2006 
 
 
 
Elizabeth B. Beaman 
American Paintings, Drawings and 
 Sculpture Department 
Sotheby's 
1334 York Avenue 
New York, N.Y.  10021 
 
Dear Ms. Beaman:   
 
Re:  Eastman Johnson, A Study for Dr. Wybrandus Hendrickswz and His Wife:  A Pair of Portraits.    

●Dr. Hendrickswz:  oil on paper laid down on board, 12 5/8 x 10 ½ inches (my 
measurements).  Initialed L.L. “E.J.” in black.  Above the initials is inscribed “E.J./1852” 
●Unknown woman (likely Mrs. Hendrickswz):  Oil on paper laid down on board, 12 ¾ x 10 
3/8 inches (my measurements).  Not signed. 
 

I examined the pair of portrait studies on February 25, 2006, at Sotheby's.  In my opinion both were 
executed by the American genre and portrait painter, Eastman Johnson (1824-1906), and I will 
include them in my catalogue raisonné. 
 
As you know, a fully finished, large portrait of Dr. Hendrickswz was sold at auction in New York a 
number of years ago.  Because I am on sabbatical leave, I do not have access to my files, however I 
recall it as having the same pose and composition as the small study. In 1852 Johnson was living in 
The Hague, where he was studying the old masters, especially Rembrandt, and also supporting 
himself by painting portraits.  The American ambassador to The Hague, August Belmont, was a 
patron of his at the time.   
 
Although the works are small, they are exquisitely painted.  The male portrait exhibits good 
highlights on the clock/barometer(?) on the wall, at the edge of the tabletop, the medal on his coat, 
the inkwell, and feather.  There is a nicely handled chiaroscuro to his face, with good shadows.  The 
female portrait has an exquisite face, but other parts of the picture are handled with a more painterly 
brush, eg. her hands.  The paintings would really sparkle if they had a light cleaning (but only light!) 
by a professional conservator.    
 
As my files are not accessible to me, I cannot give you information at this time about the sitters.   
 
        Sincerely yours, 
 
 
        Patricia Hills, PhD 
        Author:  Eastman Johnson 
 
        pathills@bu.edu 
 


